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TRAVEL

Sunborn London: all aboard the
superyacht hotel

When Sunborn London opens in April,. Britons will be able to holiday
on a superyacht without leaving the country

Although Sunborn London will be a new addition to the city, the vessel and

, the concept may seem familiar. An unmodernised version of the same

BY JOHN O'CEALLAIGH
supervacht “popped up” in London in 2005, temporarily welcoming overnight
guests before moving on. The expectation is that this vacht-hotel hybrid will
British travellers not yet ready to commit upwards of £150,000-a-week to remain in London permanently but Sunborn states that one of the unique
strengths of its fleet of mobile hotels is that the ships can simply depart

destinations suffering economic hardship or political strife — should the

charter a supervacht will soon be able to trial the experience for a significantly
smaller sum — and it won't even be necessary to leave the country.

With its soft opening commencing on April 7, Sunborn London is a 3941t
(120m) supervacht that has been converted into a luxury hotel. Set to be
moored permanently in the capital’s Roval Victoria Dock, by the ExCel
London exhibition centre, London City Airport and Canary Wharf, the
gleaming vessel will unsurprisingly cater primarily to business travellers but

capital’s wealth disappear one dav, expect this superyacht to set sail too.

Based in Turku, Finland, Sunborn is a
property development and investment

its owners plan to lure the leisure market to east London on weekends with a company that owns and operates hotels in

range of special events and “best of London” packages. mainland Europe. Its London “vacht hotel”
Sunborn says one of the core strengths - .
. . o X , will launch at the same time as Sunborn
o, The five-storey, 138-room property will of its concept is that the hotels can . . o
—1IQGSUHTI§ J_IO_Sgﬁ_‘ the feature a spa, fine-dining restaurant, operate anywhere there is water Gibraltar, a newly built €150 million (£123
royal suites will feature a terraces with views over the towers of Enlarge million) superyacht that will serve the
bathroom with sauna, Canary Wharf and a number of signature leisure market. The seven-storey, 465ft
sunken Jacuzzi bath and suites including two royal suites. The latter . i ) ) - .
lounge with a curved glazed ~ will be 210sq ft (655 metres) and will both (142m) vessel will feature 180 rooms including 22 suites. The company is also
wall that faces a pIiL‘L_IEe feature a bathroom with sauna, sunken able to develop customised superyvacht hotels and has plans to launch in
100sq ft terrace Jacuzzi bath and spacious lounge with a Barcelona in future.

curved glazed wall that faces a private
100sq ft (30m) terrace. Prices for the best rooms remain unconfirmed but a

number of entry level rooms will be available from £180 a night.
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